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◆  Crusader Comments from the Principal 

Finals are finished and the first semester of 2009-2010 is officially complete. 
Students, teachers and families are making final plans for Christmas or 
heading on trips to see relatives to celebrate Christmas. It is such a wonderful 
time of the year. I would like to share a story, a Christmas story about an 
artistÕs painting. 

An artist was painting a winter landscape. He painted the ground beneath a 
blanket of snow, with pine trees and their limbs capped in white. Then, with a 
few deft strokes of his brush, night fell on the canvas and the entire scene was 
covered with semi-darkness. A grim log cabin was barely visible in the 
shadows. Finally, the artist dipped his brush in the yellow paint of his pallet, 
and carefully added to one of the cabin windows the warm glow of a lamp. As 
he finished the painting the gold rays of the lamp reflected happily on the 
fresh snow. The lonely light totally changed the tone of the picture, replacing 
the gloomy chilled night with a warm and secure homestead. 

What happened on that canvas happened over two thousand years ago on the 
world's canvas. A tiny baby came into a grim and dark world, shining light 
across the barren landscape Ð a light that still invites men to come into the 
warmth of GodÕs grace and find there peace, and hope, and love. !Realizing 
thatÉ   

God is in control and will fill your Christmas with peace; 
God can and will fill your Christmas with hope; 
God cares and will fill your Christmas with love. 

              --Author Unknown 
 
I hope that as we now celebrate the Christmas season, we truly remember that 
Jesus is the reason for the season. It is true and it is very simple. This season 
has been and will always be about the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ, who was born in a manger as a baby to save us from our sins.  

Christmas Blessings! 

 

Correction Notice: Mr. Gerald Kirk, Interim President of the Lutheran High 
School Association, is a 1980 graduate (not 1990) of Lutheran High School 
North. We apologize for making him appear younger than he is! 

 

◆ Start of the 2nd Semester 
The second semester starts on Tuesday, January 5 with a Maroon and Gold 
Day.  This means that all classes will meet on January 5. 



 2 

 

 

◆ Crusader Congrats 
The following seniors were recognized at their Dec. 11 breakfast for displaying leadership characteristics highlighted at 
the senior retreat: 

Katie Hussey – for effective leadership during the Angel Tree Christmas project. 
Chris Solomon – for exceptional work as a Counseling Center assistant. 
Jessica Scruggs – for encouraging others to act with her positivity. 
Josh Brackman – for encouraging others to act with his positivity. 
Briana Session – for exceptional work as an Office Assistant. 
Joshua Jones – for assisting Mrs. Burdette with transporting her cart from class to class.  
Chanae Parker – for modeling the way with her work ethic.  
 

2009 Crusader Football award recipients include: Langefeld Award (Varsity Letter and 3.5 GPA) Ð Cletus Hatten, Jr. 
and Travis Kersten; All-League 1st Team Ð Kevin Hagens, Martin Hill, Joshua Jones, Jeramie Joyner, Nathaniel 
Schmidtke; All-League 2nd Team Ð Richard Burruss, Travis Kersten, Troy Penny, Marcquis McGee-Smith.  

 

◆ Crusader Leadership Team 
The 2009-2010 LHSN Leadership Team is composed of the following students: Shannon McAnulty, Kamilah Jones, 
Deanne Leatherberry, Natalie Kost, and Adam Myers. The group has been very active this semester. They have 
attended two leadership seminars pertaining to the St. Louis County judicial system and St. Louis City government. They 
are scheduled to attend five seminars during the second semester. These seminars are geared to teach them how state 
governments address leadership, as well as how St. Louis City and St. Louis County are affected by adjacent counties, 
including counties in the State of Illinois.  

                 

Dear Crusader Parents, 

Christmas celebrates the coming of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. May the Lord 
of Christmas bless all of you as you have blessed us. The faculty and staff of Lutheran 
North would like to thank you for the time, effort, and donations that you have given. 
The breakfast was a wonderful addition to our celebration of Christ’s birth.  

We consider it a blessing to have the opportunity to work with each of your families. 
We pray that we will always serve you in a Christ-like way. Thank you again for the 
active way that you show your support.  

 In His Service,                   
 Tim Hipenbecker, Principal 
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During the first semester, the Leadership Team has been involved with a major project in the fight against breast cancer. 
In October the group collected over $600 with a major portion of the money being sent to the American Cancer Society. 
They are planning another project in an effort to promote research of breast cancer that affects a large percentage of 
females as well as some males.  

Leadership is a very important part of a studentÕs high school education. It prepares them for college as well as life in the 
real world. In April we will be seeking applications from next yearÕs junior class for Lutheran NorthÕs 2010-2011 
Leadership Team. Students interested in becoming a part of next yearÕs leadership team should see Mr. Lucas. 

 

◆ Crusaders Place 2nd in Math Contest 

On Friday, Dec. 11, six members of the Crusader mathematics team participated in the Great Plains Mathematics League 
contest at Florissant Valley Community College. Lutheran North participants included: senior Wyatt Whittenburg, 
juniors Michael Keppel, Tae Lee, Michael Merchant, and Chris Scott, and sophomore Linda Lin. 

Eleven of the very best mathematics teams from the state of Missouri participated, including Columbia Hickman and 
Rock Bridge high schools, Clayton, and St. Dominic. The Crusader team was able to bring home a second place team 
award and a fifth place individual award. 

The team of Keppel, Lee, and Lin took second 
place in the team round among small schools, 
qualifying them for the State Meet in April. 
Linda Lin, a sophomore, earned a fifth place 
award in the Target round of the competition 
among all sophomores and finished in the top 
third overall. In the Sprint round, junior 
Michael Keppel led all Crusaders and finished 
in the top ten overall. In the Relay round of the 
competition, the team of Merchant, Scott, and 
Whittenburg turned in the highest Crusader 
score.  

 

◆ Crusader Report Cards 
Be looking for first semester report cards to be mailed to homes by Jan. 15. As always, studentsÕ progress can be checked 
anytime on PowerSchool. In the envelope with the mailed report card you will receive a post card to request 
parent/teacher conferences. To schedule conferences, these post cards must be returned to the main office no later than 
Friday, Jan. 29. Conferences will be on Thursday, Feb. 11 between 1:00 and 8:00 p.m.  

 

◆ Parent/Teacher Conferences Feb. 11  
Third quarter parent teacher conferences will be Thursday, Feb. 11, between 1:00 and 8:00 p.m. We will have two half-
days of school on Feb. 11 and 12. Dismissal will be at 11:30 both days with no lunches served. Please make arrangements 
for your student(s) to be taken home. 

Appointments for conferences must be made in advance. A conference request card will be mailed to your home along 
with your childÕs report card. State which teacher(s) you wish to confer with and indicate your preference of afternoon or 
evening times. Return the card to the main office no later than Jan. 29. You will be mailed an appointment card giving 
time and room location for your conferences. 

Parents who have students with failing grades are required to make appointments with the teachers of those classes. 

Feb. 12 will be a half-day for teacher professional development. Athletic practices will generally be held immediately 
following classes on both days. Please check with coaches. 
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◆ Crusader Registration 
Separate meetings are scheduled for students to register for the 2010-2011 
school year. The registration fee of $250 will be payable at this time. The 
dates for these 7:00 p.m. meetings are as follows: 

Current Juniors - Thurs., Jan. 21 
Current Sophomores - Thurs., Jan. 28*  
Current Freshmen - Thurs., Feb. 4 
Incoming Freshmen - Thurs., Feb. 18 

*NOTE: Registration at 7:30 following 6:30 PLAN meeting 

 

 

◆ Crusader Worship 

As many of you know, IÕve been spending a lot of time lately trying to learn how to be a basketball coach. Now IÕve been 
a fan for as long as I can remember. One of the things I said when I was asked to coach was that I know exactly what a 
team should do in every situation when IÕm sitting on my couch, about ten seconds after the play has actually happened. 
And thatÕs one of the big differences between being a coach and just pretending to be a coach. When IÕm at home 
watching my favorite teams and I scream, ÒTIME OUT! CALL A TIME OUT!Ó a lot of times nothing happens. But when 
I yelled ÒTIME OUT!Ó inside of our gym on Friday afternoon, the officials gave me a time out every single time. I was 
actually affecting the actionÑ simply by what I said. 

Jesus did the same thing to this world when he arrived as an infant in a dirty cattle stall in Bethlehem. In the busy-ness of 
this Advent season, the parties and the shopping and the noise and the family can often try to bury us in this world and its 
concerns which have nothing to do with the gifts that God has for us. But JesusÕ arrival causes all of the plans of this 
world to screech to a halt. IÕm sure that things were happening in the world on that fateful First NightÑ important people 
feeling important by doing important things. But Jesus brings all of them to nothing by simply being born and crying His 
first sounds to a world that needed to hear Him. They couldnÕt stand what they heard for a while, of course, and it 
eventually killed Him. But His voice calls to interrupt us as well. It calls us to reflection, and repentance, and praise, and 
honor for the One who has come to save US from all of those things that seem so important, but come to nothing in the 
eyes of the Lord. Listen for His voice, and rejoice in the peace that His Words and His salvation bring you today and in 
the future. Amen! 

-- Pastor Keener 

 

◆ European Trip 2010 
Five months from now, we will be in Europe! When we began planning the trip over a year ago, it seemed so far away!  
How quickly the time is flying! 

We will be meeting Jan. 25 at 6:30 p.m. in rooms 208-211 to review packing suggestions, to look at personal security 
examples, and to review our proposed itinerary from ACIS. Do you have a passport? If so, please bring a copy for us to 
keep on file. Travelers (and a parent), be sure to join us then!  

 

◆ Project Graduation 
Next Meeting Ð The next Project Graduation meeting will be held Thursday, Jan. 14 at 7:00 p.m. in the Counseling Center. 
Any and all parents are welcome to attend. If you would like to serve on a specific committee, please contact Marilyn 
Shaw, 741-9975, or Rhonda Cross, 838-5256. Junior parents are encouraged to come and see what is in store for you next 
year!  

 

Open House 
Sunday, Feb. 7, 2:00 p.m. 

Parents and Students are invited to 
come learn about Lutheran Nor th 
• Christian education 
• College prep. block schedule 
• College credit &  AP classes 
• Technological curriculum 
• Financial aid 
• Diverse community 
• Outstanding extracurriculars 
Mr. Troy Fehrs, Admission Director 

389-3100, ext. 423 
tfehrs@lhsn.org 
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◆ Crusader Blood Drive a Success! 
On Friday, Nov. 13, 71 donors registered at our blood 
drive, sponsored by National Honor Society. With 16 
deferrals, 55 units of blood were collected. Just one 
unit of whole blood can help as many as three people 
after it is separated into red cells, platelets, and 
plasma. On behalf of those who received this life-
sustaining gift, thank you to all who donated blood or 
helped coordinate the drive.  

Pictured are Christianna Hudson, the happy donor, 
with Tonisha Robinson and Tiffanie Toles lending 
moral support. 

 

 

◆ Opportunities to Earn College Credit 
Advanced College Credit (ACC) at St. Louis University Ð Juniors and seniors enrolled in the following LHSN courses can 
earn college credit at St. Louis University, for a fraction of the normal university tuition: 

       ACC Introduction to Literature 
       ACC Spanish III 
       ACC Spanish IV 
       AP Calculus AB 
       AP Drama Literature 
       AP U.S History 

St. Louis University requires that students must have earned a cumulative GPA of 3.0 to register, and students may enroll 
in a maximum of 3 classes per semester through SLU. Each college class earns 3 credit hours at SLU, except for calculus, 
which is a 4 credit hour class. Tuition is $60 per credit hour. 

Mr. Snyder will visit the ACC and AP English classes during the first two weeks of January to assist students with their 
on-line registration. Registration deadline for St. Louis University is Jan. 22, 2010. Students will receive tuition bills from 
SLU at their home address, and all fees are due at SLU no later than Mar. 1, 2010.  

Advanced Placement (AP) Exams Ð An alternate method of earning college credit while in high school is through the 
College BoardÕs AP exams. LHSN normally offers AP exams in English Literature and Composition, U.S. History, and 
Calculus early in May each year. Each exam is scored by the College Board and graded from a low of 1 to a high score of 
5. Individual colleges and universities may offer credit or advanced placement in the curriculum based on the studentÕs 
score. Some colleges may offer credit for a score of 3, though some schools require a score of 4, or even 5, to receive 
college credit. Each examination will cost $86 this year. Additional information will be available to students in February.  

If you have questions about either program, please call Mr. Snyder in the counseling center.  

 

◆ Crusader Counseling 
Seniors: FAFSA Time! Ð The time has come for the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). Seniors and parents 
will each need a PIN number to sign the FAFSA electronically Ð you may get your PIN now at www.pin.ed.gov. A PIN 
will speed up the processing of your application.  

The FAFSA can be completed once you have your income tax information for the tax year 2009. Complete the FAFSA at 
www.fafsa.ed.gov. If you want to get started now, then use the FAFSA4Caster. You can enter information which will 
populate your FAFSA form and get a preliminary feel for where you are. Use www.fafsa4caster.ed.gov for this process. 
Our recommendation is to complete the FAFSA in the month of February (or before). Beat the rush! 
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SLU will conduct FAFSA Workshops on SLUÕs campus Jan. 10, 24, and 31 and Feb. 14, 21, and 28 from 2-4 p.m. This is 
a time to take all of your records and documentation and get help completing the FAFSA. Call SLU at 997-2350 for more 
information on the sessions. 

Scholarships Ð Seniors, remember to check the scholarship list on Naviance, use Fastweb.com or another scholarship 
search engine, and check with each school where you have applied for scholarship opportunities. Keep up! 

Juniors: ACT Time! Ð Juniors should be registered for the Feb. 6 ACT. Register at www.actstudent.org or pick up a 
registration packet in the counseling center. The deadline to register is Jan. 5 (or late registration goes through Jan. 15). 
Cost is $32 ($47 with writing). Late registration is an additional $21. LHSN is a host site for the ACT in February and 
April. Registration is not done through LHSN but through ACT. Spots are first come, first served, so sign up early! 

All juniors should take the ACT 2-3 times during the junior year. Additional test dates are Apr. 10 and June 12. 

ACT Prep Class Offered at LHSN Ð Wednesdays, Jan. 13, 20, and 27 from 6-8 p.m. Registration flyers are available in the 
counseling center. Cost is $65 and includes an ACT Prep Book. Class size is limited to 30 students, first come, first 
served. Pay with check or money order please Ð no cash.  

Sophomores: PLAN Test Results  Ð Parents and students should attend the Jan. 28 PLAN Result Night at LHSN at 6:30 
p.m. PLAN test results will be shared and interpreted. The college process for sophomores will also be disussed. Join us at 
6:30  for PLAN and then at 7:30 for registration. 

Summer Programs Ð Summer Program information is starting to arrive and we are updating all summer programs and any 
academic enrichment programs on Naviance. You may access Naviance from the LHSN website in the lower right hand 
corner of the home page. From there, click on the ÒAbout CollegeÓ section, then click on Enrichment Programs. Once 
there you will find information about programs we are aware of. Please remember that the summer programs listed on 
Naviance are not a complete listing of all programs that may be found. These programs are ones that we have been made 
aware of. Be sure to do additional searches on your own to find programs that we are not aware of. The enrichment 
program page will be updated as we receive additional information, so please check back from time to time. 

 

◆ Crusader Basketball 
BoysÕ Varsity Ð The Crusaders are currently 2-2 with wins over Francis Howell North and Lutheran South and losses to 
Jefferson City and St. Charles West. Our next contest is in the MICDS Tournament on Dec. 22 at 3 p.m. If we continue 
winning we will also play on Dec. 26, 28, and 29. Brackets are available in the office. 

After break the team kicks off the New Year with a Jan. 5 game against Jennings at Lutheran North. Then on Jan. 8 we 
begin conference play. Our young men hope to see many fans at our future games, and thanks for your previous support. 
Team members include Shane Belfield, Steven Musselwhite, DeTravis Ross, Alex Doss, Anthony Virdure, Brandon 
Ross, Richard Burruss, Carson Antoine, James Mitchell, Colbren Thompson, Glenn Bradford, CJ Stepherson, 
Travis Hamilton, Dale McLin, and Ricky Walsh. 

 

GirlsÕ Varsity Ð The Lady Crusaders are working hard and are off to a good start. After winning the Consolation 
Championship at the Orchard Farm Tournament, they were excited to defeat Lutheran South in a home game on Dec. 18. 
The girls will participate in the Kennedy Christmas Tournament with their first game being Monday, Dec. 28, at 5:30 p.m. 
versus Jennings. The tournament continues on Dec. 29 and 30. Varsity team members are Chelsea Bell, Jaymi Davis, 
Jordan Wartts, Candyce Davis, Chelsea Johnson, Deja Williams-Radford, Charmaura Henderson, Jalisa Mitchell, 
Gabby Herod, Ariel Cook, Alfreda Brown, Rachel Welch, and Cassondra Davis. TheyÕd appreciate your support! 

 

GirlsÕ JV Ð The girlsÕ Junior Varsity tipped off its season on Dec. 13 with 13 players and new coach Pastor Darin Keener 
in a tough first-game loss at Visitation. Deja Williams-Radford led the Lady Crusaders with 13 points. They bounced 
back on the following Friday with a fantastic effort against a Lutheran South team that had defeated North by over 30 
points the previous year. North came back from 11 down in front of a very supportive home crowd to tie the game with 5 
minutes left. Unfortunately, South hit 2 clutch free throws with 10 seconds left to pull out a 36-32 victory. Other team 
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members include Renaja Bolden, Adrienne Curtis, Jocelyn Harris, Gabby Herod, Briya Lampkin, Sammi Martin, 
Leayna Patton, Daronika Sanders, Keiandra Scott, Hannah Snyder, and Rachel Welch. Our next game will be on 
Tuesday, Jan. 5 at St. Elizabeth. The support of parents and loyal LHSN fans is a great lift to our team, and we hope to see 
you there! GO CRUSADERS! 

 

BoysÕ C Ð The C-team is well into the season already, with 5 games under their belts. The season began with a solid, 19-
point victory against Clayton, followed by a string of tough games against Priory, 2 against Lutheran South, and CBC. 
The team took 4th place in the annual ABC League C-Team Tournament this year. They are continuing to improve as a 
team and are having fun as the season plays on. 

On the team are freshmen Josh Blight, Stefan Cotton, Tre Clemons, Evan Dalton, Chris Davis, Andrew Mueller, 
Ashton Powell, Tyler Price, DJ Reeves, and DaRon Sanders, and sophomores Robert Lewis, Terrance Mabry, and 
Jonathan Prewitt. The team is coached by Mr. Funke. 

 

 


